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What is Blueprint Glendale?
Blueprint Glendale is a project of the City of Glendale to create a Comprehensive Plan for the City, as well as to comprehensively update and improve Glendale’s zoning code.
What is a Comprehensive Plan?
A Comprehensive Plan is a policy document that outlines priorities for physical development, public works improvements, and City operations within a community, and describes goals, strategies, and activities for how the City will address those priorities. The Comprehensive Plan covers the entire geography of the City, as well as all City activities relating to development, land use, and capital improvements.
As a policy document, the Comprehensive Plan does not commit the City to any expenses, nor does it automatically result in changes in land use or zoning. However, it does document the City and the community’s preferred land uses and is used by the City to evaluate new development opportunities and to guide the updates to the City’s zoning code, other ordinances, City budgets, and capital improvement plans.
Comprehensive Plans should be updated every 10 to 15 years, to account for changes within the community over time. In Missouri, the Comprehensive Plan is adopted by a City’s Planning and Zoning Commission.
Does the City of Glendale have a Comprehensive Plan?
No, the City of Glendale has never had a Comprehensive Plan.
Why does Glendale need a Comprehensive Plan if we don’t have one now?
According to Missouri law (Missouri Revised Statutes), every City that has a Planning and Zoning Commission is required to have an up-to-date Comprehensive Plan. In addition to complying with Missouri state law, having a Comprehensive Plan is beneficial to Glendale because it provides a 10 to 15 year roadmap of community development priorities that serves as a consistent reference to City staff and elected and appointed officials, even if those staff and officials change over time.
Why does Glendale’s zoning code need to be updated?
Glendale’s zoning code was adopted in 1969, and major revisions were conducted between 1970 and 1972. Since 1972, there have been a number of small, ad-hoc amendments made to address specific issues that were not envisioned in the original adopted code.
Furthermore, Glendale’s zoning code was most likely an off-the-shelf “commercial” code that was purchased from code-writing company. Many communities purchased and adopted such codes in the 1950s and 1960s. These commercial codes were designed for new suburban communities that were being built from scratch. They do not account for the variety of lot sizes, building types and sizes, setbacks, and other conditions that exist in Glendale, which was largely built without a zoning code. Therefore, Glendale’s current zoning code does not match or really work with the built characteristics of this community.
Because of this mismatch, City staff are required to make decisions on most new development—including things like residential additions and accessory buildings (sheds, pool houses, etc.)—on a one-by-one basis. This is legal and supported by the code, but it is not documented in the zoning code. Thus, there is a lot of uncertainty for homeowners and builders about what they can and can’t do, and the City has to do a lot of extra work to evaluate and approve projects.
The zoning code update will address all of these issues to create a new, well-functioning, and easy-to-use zoning code that is specifically designed for the unique characteristics of Glendale.
Who is leading the Blueprint Glendale project?
Blueprint Glendale is lead by a project Steering Committee, consisting of Mayor Mike Wilcox, City Administrator Frank Johnson, and representatives from the Board of Aldermen, Plan Commission, Architectural Review Board, and other Glendale residents. The City of Glendale has contracted with a professional planning services team, headed by H3 Studio, to facilitate this process. H3 was selected following a public RFP process and the firm has recently completed or is working on comprehensive plan updates for the Missouri cities of Festus, Lebanon, Florissant, Union, Frontenac, Rolla, St. Peters, Manchester, and Washington.
When will Blueprint Glendale be complete?
The Comprehensive Plan is projected to be completed and adopted in the first quarter of 2026. The zoning code amendment is projected to be completed and adopted at the end of the first quarter or beginning of the second quarter of 2026.
What if I can’t make it to the Public Open House?
There are still plenty of ways you can share your feedback with us! You can submit comments by email to blueprint@glendalemo.org, send us a message on Facebook, mail them to us at City Hall at 424 N. Sappington Rd., or give us a call at 314-965-3600. We will also have the materials from the open house as well as an online survey available at www.glendalemo.org/blueprintglendale. 
How can I receive updates about Blueprint Glendale?
The best way to stay up-to-date about the project and all the latest news from the City of Glendale is to sign up for our weekly email newsletter. Updates will also be posted to the City website at www.glendalemo.org/blueprintglendale. You can also follow us on social media on Facebook, X, or Instagram.
What happens after Blueprint Glendale is finished?
Using input from the public, elected officials, City staff and a Steering Committee, H3 Studio will prepare a final draft of Blueprint Glendale for adoption by the Glendale Planning and Zoning Commission, and resolution of the Board of Aldermen. The Board of Aldermen will approve and adopt the proposed revisions to the City’s zoning code as a new ordinance.
The adoption of the comprehensive plan and the zoning code updates don’t mark the end of the process, however. City staff and elected officials will then work on implementing the vision and goals outlined in Blueprint Glendale over the coming years and decades.
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